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GOVERNOR

July 7, 2016

Pastoral Center

Rev. Francis Morin
24 Washington Street
Augusta, ME 04330

Dear Rev. Morin,

Recently, a concerned citizen alerted me regarding a bulletin distributed by the St.
Michael Parish. I would like to address the misinformation your parish has allowed to be
circulated.

To my surprise, your parish voluntarily shared information from the group Mainers for
Responsible Gun Ownership, which advocates for the passage of universal background checks.
In November, voters will have an opportunity to make a choice on this issue and this group is
clearly lobbying for a “Yes” vote from your parish. Why a church would allow lobbying
propaganda to infiltrate your parish is beyond me. This group is careless with its own claim to
facts and you may want to distribute the attached information from our office clarifying this
misinformation shared with your congregants.

Because the church has chosen to take sides I feel it necessary to provide more clarity of
the facts so voters may make an informed decision in November.

Sincerely,

ek bt

Paul R. LéPage
Governor
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Governor's Weekly Radio Address - Fact Check

Ralow is a point-by-point fact check.

LePage: “The proposal for Universa! Back-
ground Checks on the November ballot
seems simpie, bul it's not, First of all. ac-
cording to Constitutions of the United
States and Meins, il is fikely unconstilution-
af.”

WRONG, The United States Supreme
Courl in an opinion writier by the [ate Jus-
sice Antonin Scalia, ruled in 2007 that back-
ground checks are constitutional. (District
of Columbia v. Heller, 2607)

LePage: “The media and liveral politi-
cizns use these horriiic ragsdies to de-
mand the government tzke firearms away
from law-abiding clifzens.”

WRONG. This background check refer-
endum does not take firearms away
from law-abiding citizens. The initiative
simply takes the existing criminal back-
ground check system - which biocks
felons, domestic abusers and other dan-
gerous peeple from purchasing guns
“nrough licensed dealers - and appiies it
o urlicensed sales,

th ng gund uder the faw: ouT De-
cause of a logphole in the law, they can
easily and anonymousiy buy guns from
strangers they meet online or through clas-
sified ads. This initiative closes that 10op-
noie go that the precess for legally obrain-
ing & firearm is the same whether you pur-
chase your gun through a licensed dealsr.
ovar the internat or at a gun show,

LePage: " But it's reaily Bloomberg and
other cui-of-state liberals who are wying 1
buy this gun ban in Mzaine.”

WRONG. More than 85,000 Maine citi-
zens from every town and city in the sigie
signed a petition tc put this referendum on
tha hallol. The meastre was ¢o-sponsored
by Judi and Wayne Richerdson of South
Perland, whose daughter Daenen died six
years ago as & resuli of gunghol wounds. It
was aiso co-sponscred by Bucksport Police
Chief Sean Geagan &nd three cther Malne
citizens, including a domestic violence ad-
vocate and & gun owner.

Malners for Respoheible Gun Ownership is
a nonpartisan campaign sponsored and
tefiad by Maine people from all over the
siate and from ail political persussions.
Requiring background checks for all gun
sales is supporied by 2 mejority of Repubii-
cans, Democrats end independents, as
well as gun owners and Non-gun cwners.

LePage: *Making Mainers pay for back-
ground checks on private sales or transiers
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will make it more difficlilt and sxpensive 1o
buy, sell and borrow firearms.”

WRONG, This referendum does notre-
quire firearms dealers to charge anything
for conducting baskground checks.

LePage: “Bloomberg’s proposal would
make it llegal o sell a firearm ioc & {riend of
ican a rifle 10 & neighbor 10 go tunting.””

WRONG. The intiiative does nat prohibit
the sale of firearms fo friends, and it specif-
icelly zllows huntars to loan firearms dunng
hunting tips. '

{ ePage; "Even some family members
are not exempt from Bloomberg's proposal,
A grand-uncle whao lets you borrow hig nifle
for hunting is not exempt. Unmarried peo-
ole who ars-living together may not be ax-
empt. Even some marmbers of oiended
{amilies who ara not related to each other
gre not exempt.”

WRONG. Family members are speciically
exemplad from background check require-
ments under this relgrendum. Here is the
exact lznguage from the initiative thai ex-
empts family members:

“Famiy memoat’ means nusband. wile,
domesiic pariner, parent by blood, parent
by edogption, chitd by biood, child by adop-
fion, sibiing by blood, sibling by adoption,
grandparent. grandehlid, niece, ngphew,
aunt. uncle, first cousin, father-in-law,
mother-in-law, son-in-law. daughter-in-law,
brother-in-Jaw, sister-in-law, stepfather,
stepmother. stepson. stepdaughter, slep-
brather, stepsister, half brother, half sister
of intimaie partner.

LePage: “Furtharmore, Bloomberg's
oroposal is not enforceable. Law enforce-
ment officers have no way of knowing if
someone complied with the law. The oniy
way 10 enforce this kind of law is through &
oriversel frearm registration system. And
make ne mistake—Bloomberg's proposa! s
the first step toward mandatory gun regis-
rration.”

WRONG: Since 1898. the background
check systemn has worked ic block more
than 5.500 gur sales to felons, domestic
abusers, those with severe mental ingss
and other dangerous people in Maine, and
more than 2 milicn people nationwide. This
iaw seeks to close a dengerous loophole
that allows guns to be soid over the Inter-
nat or through the ciassifieds with o back-
ground check, no questions asked.

The initiative doss not create 2 registry. In
fact the crealion of a national registry is
orohitited by federal law, and records of
sales are destroyed within 24 hours. The
Maine initiative does nothing te change the
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exjsting criminal background check system,
which has been working well for Maine's
licensed gun dealers and their customers
since 1998,

LePage: *This law wouid create crimi-
nals out of Msiners who have followed safe
firsarms practices for generatians.”

WRONG, This iniliative simply Thakses it
harder for dangerous pesple - such as
criminals, domestic abusers and the se-
verely mentally ill - to get their hands-on’
guns, it does nothing to prevent law- ‘
abiding Mainers from selling or purchasing
firearms, and it builds on Maine’s hentage
of responsible gun ownership. Responsibié
sellars want to know that they've sold a gun
to another responsible buyer. This inifiative
is & common-sgnse poficy that orotects the
rights ¢f law-abiding Maine gun ownars
while doing more 1o make it harder for dan-
gerous people 10 get guns.

LePage: " Strict gun control has not
worked in Chicago or Eloomberg's
homeiown of New York City. Maine does
not need ineffective gun faws that have not
worked in those cities. More laws that de-
nrive Mainers of their traditional use of fire-
arms will not stop deranged people or ler-
rorists from killing Americans.”

WRONG. The statistics are clear: In states
that require criminal background checks for
all handgun sales:

e 48Y% fewer law enforcement ofiicers
are Killed with handguns,

s 46% fewer women are shot 1o death
by intimate pariners,

e Thereare 48% fewer gun suicides,
and

There is 48% less gun trafficking.

And in Missouri, whan the stats repealsd
its background check requirements, gun
crimes went up.

Tha governor's statements are inaccurate
and misleading. The facts show that back-
ground checks help save lives, and that
they are the most effective way to keep
guns out of the hands of dangerous people.
Palling shows that Mainers overwhelmingly
suppert this proposal, The governor has
unfortunately taken up the same misinfor-
mation strategy the national gun lobby has
usad over and over to lry o stand inthe
way of comman-sense measures o pre-
vent gun viclence.

By: Mainers for
Rasponsible Gun Cwnership
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Counter Point to Mainers for Responsible Gun Ownership’s Newsletter

First “Wrong” allegation: The Supreme Court has generally upheld the constitutionality of
background checks but has never had occasion to rule on a blanket, one-size-fits-all background
check requirement that is encompassed by the proposed initiative.

Second “Wrong” allegation: This does not speak to the Governor’s statement. He simply said
that after tragedies in which guns happen to be used (unlike the Boston bombing where pressure
cookers were used); liberal politicians call for Australia-type gun confiscation. Governor
Cuomo: “confiscation could be an option. Mandatory sale to the state could be an option.”

Third “Wrong” allegation: The anti-gun group responsible for getting the question on the
ballot in Maine spent $1.3 million on that enterprise Michael Bloomberg’s “Everytown™ group
donated 95% of that figure.

Fourth “Wrong” allegation: It is not in dispute that this initiative would require background
checks for sales or transfers that now do not require background checks. Background checks are
performed at federally licensed firearm dealers. Those dealers charge for the service of a
background check because they are for profit businesses. Therefore, the necessary implication of
the initiative passing is that there will be additional costs associated with selling or transferring
firearms: the cost dealers will charge to perform the background check service.

Fifth “Wrong” allegation: The initiative would make it illegal to simply sell or transfer firearms
to a friend without first having a background check performed on the friend. Further, the
exception for hunting only applies if the transferee takes possession while in the act of hunting.
Under the terms of the initiative, a friend cannot loan you a gun without first performing a
background check unless the friend accompanies you during every minute of the hunt or unless
the friend takes possession while in the act of hunting. Additionally under the initiative, one
cannot simply loan a gun to use at a range without first going through the background check
procedure. There is a limited exception for transfers at “established range[s]” that specifically
authorize such transfers. Generally, either to meet the terms of the exception, the possession
would have to commence at the range or the transferor would have to be in the presence of the
transferee during every moment of the transferee’s possession.

Sixth “Wrong” allegation: What the Governor said is absolutely correct. While there are
limited exceptions for family members, a grand-uncle would not qualify as a “family member”
per the terms of the initiative.

Seventh “Wrong” allegation: This initiative would be extremely difficult to enforce without a
gun registry. How is law enforcement supposed to know whether an illegal transfer of a firearm
has been effectuated if they don’t know who owns the firearm? It is absolutely the case that this
is the first step in the direction of creating a universal gun registry.

Eighth “Wrong” allegation: This initiative very clearly makes activity which has always been
legal subject {0 criminal sanctions. It criminalizes behavior that has always been legal.



Ninth “Wreng” allegation: The murder rates in Chicago are a great shame of our country. To
say that the gun ban in that city has worked would be to ignore the troubling statistics: the
murder rate in Chicago is up 72% from 20135 to 2016; shootings are up 88%. To say that without
strict gun control, the figure would be higher ignores the common sense argument that if law
abiding citizens were allowed to possess guns, the crime rate would go down. For instance, in
Maine, citizens enjoy both a low crime rate and a relatively high level of gun ownership. Maine
has also recently done away with the requirement that law abiding citizens first obtain a permit
before they are permitted to conceal weapons. It is time to realize that a way to reduce crime is
to increase the ability of law abiding citizens to defend them by possessing fircarms. See: More
Guns, Less Crime by Dr. John Lott.



